" Approved For Release 2005/06/22 : CIA-RDP74B00415R000400050002-7

The Honorable Les Aspia
douse of Deopresentatives
Washington, O, C, 20515

Lear sy, Asping

The Congreassis sord of June 29, 1972, carvics a lotter
addressed to me by you announcing 59“ wur velessw of 'm;:;‘ stantial new

evidence that indicates U, &, pilets {dying CLA operated helicopters have
boen smuggling oplum dnside Laos.’

I have yet to xeceive your letter. Pending its receipt, howeves, 1
sradl begin a thorough tnvestization of this alleged "new evidence' and
will advise vou in due couree of the resulis. In this conseotion, I cuil
to yourattention the festimony of Mr. Nelson Cross, Senior ddvisor to
the Secretary of Btate and Coordinator for Intermational Narvcotics Mattars,
belore the me\gr@wm:mk Inguiry Regarding International Narcotics Wruliic
en Juns 9, 1972, He thoere cuoted the Alr America Managing Sirector's
statement that My, Alfred MeQoy's allegation befors the Foreign Opora
Hone Subcornpnittes of the Senate Appropriations Commnities that Adr Armners
bca aireraft have boan tran .h».v;;:w;m,mfg opiun in Northern Laos on s vegular
basis is "alterly and absolutely fulaed’

in the interim, I wish to reiterats strongly what I have said publicly
to the American Socioty of Newspaper Dditors: :

"There is the arreut nonvense that the Central telligence Agency
is somehow involved in the world drug tratfiic. Weo are pot. 45
inthers, we ave as concorned aboul the lives of our childven and
grandohildren as are o1l of vou. As an Agency, in fact, we are
aeavily engaged in fracing the {ovelpn roots of the drug traific for
the Buresu of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. Wa hope we ave
selping with a solution; we know we are not contyibuting to the
problem. '
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